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HARWICH 


February, 1959* 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


Dear  Mr. Chairman  and  Members, 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1958*  This  is 
drawn  up  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  instructions.  The  last  survey 
report  was  1955  but  in  order  to  assist  any  Members  of  the  Board  who  have  joined 
since  that  year  this  report  is  given  in  full. 

The  work  of  the  Port  Health  Services  and  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens 
have  been  maintained  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

On  the  27th  October, 1958  the  cargo  ship  Isle  of  Ely  a new  vessel  with 
all  modern  improvements  came  into  service  replacing  the  s.s.Sheringham  which  had 
been  used  on  the  Rotterdam  Service  for  many  years.  It  is  expected  that  the 
s.s. Dewsbury  will  be  similarly  retired  from  service  during  1959 • 

The  cordial  relations  between  the  Customs  Department,  the  Immigration 
Department,  the  British  Railways,  the  United  Shipping  Company,  and  the  Zeeland 
Shipping  Company  have  been  maintained.  A satisfactory  liaison  has  also  been 
established  with  the  Ministry  of  War  Transport  Officials  controlling  the  B.A.O.R. 
Troopship  Service.  Without  such  relationship  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  work 
of  the  Port  to  be  carried  out  in  an  efficient  manner. 

With  regard  to  the  medical  inspection  of  aliens  although  the  number  of 
aliens  landed  shows  a small  decrease  on  the  previous  year,  the  number  referred  for 
medical  examination  shows  a considerable  increase  and  the  number  of  certificates 
issued  is  the  highest  on  record. 

Once  again  it  affords  much  pleasure  to  express  appreciation  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  various  members  of  the  Staff. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  obedient  servants, 


J . ROLAND  HETHERINGTON , 

Port  Medical  Officer, 

Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens. 


NORMAN  PEACOCK. 

Chief  Port  Health  and  Food  Inspector. 
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SECTION  1 . STAFF 


TABLE 

A. 

Name  of  Officer 

Nature  of  Date  of 

Appointment  Appointment 

Qualifications 

Any  other 
Appointments  held 

John  Roland 
Hetherington 

Port  Medical  1,4.43 

Officer 

L.R.C.P.E.  L.R.C.S.E. 
L.F.R.P,  S.G.  D.P.H. 

M.O.H. Harwich 
A.C.M.O.Essex  C.C. 
A.V.D.M.O.North  East 
Met .Hospital  Board. 

Kieran  Phelan 

Asst .Port  *1.8.36 

Medical  Officer 

M.B.  B.Ch.  B.A.O. 

N.U.I . 

In  General  Practice. 

Norman  Peacock 

Chief  Port  Health+4.8.35 
& Food  Inspector 

San. Inspectors  Cert. 
Meat  & Food  Insp.Cert, 
Royal  Sanitary  Inst. 

Nil. 

Rowland 

Willingham 

Asst,  Port  Health  1.6,53 
& Food  Inspector 

San. Inspectors  Cert. 
Meat  & Food  Insp>.  Cert. 
Royal  Sanitary  Inst. 

Nil. 

* Temporary  Appointment 

17»5»34.  + Chief  Inspector  from  1.12.56. 

Office  of  the  Port  Medical  Officer 

Health  Department,  Main  Road,  Dovercourt, 

Tel.  Harwich  506, 

Office  of  the  Health  Inspector 

Parkeston  Quay. 

Tel .Harwich  656 

SECTION  II. 

AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  THE 

YEAR. 

TABLE  B. 

Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

No. 

Inspected  by  the 

Medical 

Officer  - Sanitary 

Health 

Inspector 

Foreign  Ports 

2289 

3512591 

78 

452 

Coastwise 

566 

151767 

- 

190 

Total 

2855 

3664358 

78 

642 

No.  of  Ships  report- 
ed as  having, or  having 
had  during  the  voyage, 
infectious  disease 
on  board. 


SECTION  III . CHARACTER  OF  SHIPPING  AND  TRADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 


TABLE  C 

Inwards  ...  ...  ...  British  l89j266 

Aliens  124,572 

313,838 

Outwards  ...  ...  ...  British  190?  297 

Aliens  137,371 

327,668 


CARGO  TRAFFIC 

Principal  IMPORTS 

Fruit , Vegetables,  Dairy  Produce,  Meat, Offals,  Tinned  Foodstuffs, 
Fish, Shellfish, Biscuit s , Yeast , Bacon, Sausages , Conf  ect ionery , 

Textiles , Apparel , Wines , Spirits , Beer , Paper , Machinery , Mot or  Cars , 

Fuel  Oils,  Chemicals, Timber, Grain, Electrical  Goods, Bulbs, Plants 
Films , Animals , Carpet  s , Chemicals , Furniture . 

Principal  EXPORTS 

Animals , Text  iles , Automobiles , Fish, Hors emeat , Barley, Implement s , Tools , 
Furs,  Machinery, Rubber  Tyres, Tractors, Carpets, Musical  Instruments, 
Furniture, Boots  and  Shoes, Clothing, Amunit ion. 


PRINCIPAL  PORTS  from  which  ships  arrive s- 

Hook  of  Holland,  Antwerp,  Rotterdam,  Zeebrugge,  Esbjerg,  Lubeck, 
@alais,Kotka,  Hamburg,  Dordrecht,  Bremen,  Dunkirk,  Emden,  Dusseldorf, 
Rostock,  Gdansk,  Bergen,  Vastenvik,  Krefeld,  Haarlingen,  Copenhagen, 
Karshen,  Boulogne,  Treport,  Hamina. 


The  Area  of  the  Port  consists  of  s- 
PARKESTON  QUAY 

This  is  used  mainly  by  the  passenger  and  cargo  boat  services  from  Hook 
of  Holland,  Antwerp,  Rotterdam  and  Esbjerg.  The  Ministry  of  Transport  maintain 
a fleet  of  3 vessels  for  troop  carrying  from  here  to  the  Hook  of  Holland. 
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SECTION  III  - TABLE  C.  (cont) 
FELIXSTOWE  DOCK 


A small  tidal  dock  on  the  east  side  of  the  harbour.  This  is  used 
by  small  vessels  from  foreign  and  coastwise  ports  carrying  timber,  grain, 
strawboards,  bottled  beer,  liquid  chemicals  and  fuel  oils.  The  Dock  Company 
have  made  considerable  efforts  to  increase  the  trade  at  this  Dock,  and  a great 
number  of  improvements  have  been  made  recently.  These  include  the  rebuilding 
of  the  two  piers  destroyed  by  the  1953  Floods,  re-surfacing  of  the  dock  area 
and  approach  road,  the  construction  of  large  storage  tanks  for  gas  oils,  and 
the  construction  of  a new  cattle  shed.  A regular  service  was  started  during 
the  years  with  a vessel  carrying  road  tanks  filled  with  chemicals  from  Rotterdam. 
These  tanks  are  lifted  from  the  vessels  and  driven  to  destination  by  road. 

There  have  been  many  more  vessels  arriving  from  foreign  ports  at  this 
Dock  during  the  year,  in  addition  to  the  normal  coastwise  traffic. 

MISTLEY  QUAY 

A small  quay  situated  about  ten  miles  up  the  River  Stour.  A consider- 
able amount  of  reconstruction  has  recently  been  carried  out  on  this  quay.  It 
is  mainly  used  by  small  vessels  carrying  grain  and  timber. 

HARWICH 

There  is  a train  ferry  terminal  here  used  by  the  Ferries  on  the  Harwich 
-Zeebrugge  service.  Trinity  House  have  recently  reconstructed  their  own  pier 
at  Harwich,  This  is  used  solely  by  Trinity  vessels.  There  is  a small  quay  at 
the  Gasworks,  used  by  coal  carrying  vessels.  The  local  shrimping  and  fishing 
boats  work  from  Harwich,  also  the  passenger  ferry  service  between  Harwich  and 
Felixstowe  and  Shot ley. 

There  was  a considerable  reduction  in  the  shipping  of  live  cattle 
from  the  Port  to  the  Continent  during  the  year.  The  trade  was  discontinued  from 
Parkeston  Quay.  The  new  vessel  which  has  recently  been  put  on  the  Rotterdam 
service  is  not  constructed  for  the  carrying  of  live  cattle.  The  trade  is  still 
carried  on  from  Felixstowe  Dock,  but  on  a reduced  scale,  8756  head  were  shipped 
this  year  compared  with  17,992  during  the  previous  year. 
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SECTION  IV. 


INLAND  BARGE  TRAFFIC 

There  is  no  Inland  Barge  Traffic  at  the  Port . 

SECTION  V. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

(1)  Source  of  Supply 

The  water  to  Harwich  and  Parkeston  Quay  districts  and  for  the  shipp- 
ing there  is  supplied  by  the  Tendring  Hundred  Water  Co.,  The  water  is 
obtained  from  deep  bores  sited  at  Lawford  and  Dedham. 

The  water  for  shipping  at  Felixstowe  Dock  is  from  the  private  supply 
of  the  Dock  Company.  The  source  is  from  a spring  at  Peewit  Hill.  There 
is  a chlorination  plant  at  the  storage  reservoir. 

The  water  for  shipping  at  Mistley  Quay  is  piped  from  Messrs. Free 
Rodwell's  private  supply  for  their  Maltings.  This  is  obtained  from  a deep 
bore. 

(2)  Reports  of  Tests  for  Contamination. 

Ten  samples  from  quay  hydrants  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year.  Two  of  these  samples  were  reported  as  unsatis- 
factory. Defects  were  found  in  the  two  hydrants  concerned.  After  these 
defects  were  remedied,  subsequent  samples  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

One  sample  was  submitted  from  the  tanks  of  a vessel.  This  was  re- 
ported as  unsatisfactory.  This  information  was  forwarded  to  the  Port  to 
where  this  vessel  had  proceeded.  Instructions  for  cleansing  of  tanks  were 
issued  at  this  Port. 

The  Shipping  Companies  at  the  Port  are  carrying  out  the  Ministry  of 
Transport  recommendations  regarding  cleansing  of  fresh  water  tanks  on  vessels, 
i.e.  tanks  are  cleansed  and  cement  washed  every  twelve  months,  and  opened 
up  six  months  after  this  has  been  carried  out,  and  cleansed,  and  if  necess- 
ary recemented. 

(3)  Precautions  taken  against  contamination  of  hydrants  and  hosepipes. 

The  supply  hydrants  are  all  in  water-tight  chambers,  which  are  provid- 
ed with  drainage  and  proper  covers.  Rubber  lined  hoses  are  used  for  filling 
tanks.  The  hosepipes  are  cleansed  and  stored  in  special  lockers  after,  use. 

(4)  Water  Boats. 

There  are  no  water  boats  in  use  at  the  Port. 
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SECTION  VI 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS, 1952 

(l)  List  of  Infected  Areas  (Regulation  6) 

A list  is  maintained  of  Ports  and  other  areas  which  are  infected 
or  teleived  to  he  infected  with  any  of  the  quarantinable  diseases  (e.g. 

Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  Smallpox,  Typhus  or  Relapsing  Fever).  The 
list  is  kept  up  to  date  from  information  contained  in  the  Weekly  Record 

of  Quarantinable  Diseases  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Health.  The  contents  of 
this  list,  amended  as  may  be  required  are  supplied  to  the  Chief  Preventive 

^2)  Radio  Messages  °^icer)Karwicl1  Customs  and  to  the  Chief  Port  Health  Inspector. 

(a)  As  Harwich  is  not  a Radio  Transmitting  Port  there  is  no  arrange- 
ment for  sending  messages  by  radio  granting  permission  for  ships  to  enter 
the  district. 

(b)  In  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  Infectious  Disease  or  suspected 
Infectious  Disease  or  other  circumstances  requiring  the  attention  of  the 
Medical  Officer  messages  sent  by  radio  through  North  Foreland  are  trans- 
mitted to  the  Port  Medical  Officer.  The  action  varies  in  accordance  with 
the  nature  of  the  message. 

(3)  Messages  are  also  received  by  signals  in  accordance  with  Regulation  15  of 

the  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations .1952^ 

(4)  Mooring  Stations 

There  is  one  mooring  station  in  the  Port  District.  This  is  bounded 
on  the  North  by  a line  drawn  from  Fagborough  Cliff  to  the  River  Steamers' 

Pier,  Harwich,  and  on  the  South  by  a line  drawn  from  Martello  Tower  to  the 
1 00k- out , Harwi ch • 

To  this  Station  infected  ships  or  suspected  ships  are  directed  in 
accordance  with  Regulations  22-30  of  the  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations. 

The  general  procedure  is  fully  known  to  all  the  Pilots  using  the  Port. 

(5)  (a)  Patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  are  accommodated  at  Myland 
Hospital,  Colchester. 

(b)  Every  attempt  is  made  to  follow  up  and  deal  with  contacts;  notice  being 
sent  if  necessary  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  area  to  which  con- 
tacts are  going. 

(c)  Disinfection  and  cleansing  of  the  affected  portion  of  the  ship  is  carried 
out  by  the  Port  Health  Inspectors.  Disinfection  and  cleansing  of  clothing 
and  other  articles  is  carried  out  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  of  the  Harwich 
Borough  Council  as  necessary. 
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SECTION  VII 
SMALLPOX 


Cases  of  smallpox  aro  sent  to  Myland  Hospital,  Colchester. 

Transport  for  these  cases  is  by  ambulance  belonging  to  the  Essex 
County  Council,  the  local  health  authority.  Steps  are  taken  to  ensure  that 
the  ambulance  crew  is  always  fully  protected,  by  vaccination. 

Dr. John  Kershaw,  of  Myland  Hospital,  is  available  as  a Consultant  if 
required.  Laboratory  facilities  for  diagnosis  are  also  available  at  the 
same  hospital. 


SECTION  VIII. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

The  Port  Medical  Officer  is  in  charge  of  a Clinic  for  the  treatment  of 
V.D. which  is  held  at  the  Harwich  & District  Hospital  at  the  following  times s- 

Tuesday  9*00  - 9*30  a.m. 

Thursday  ...  '. ..  5*30.-  6.30  p.ra. 

and  at  other  times  by  appointment. 

Notices  advertising  the  place  and  times  of  Clinic  sessions  are  exhibited 
in  suitable  places  and  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  seek  to  ensure  that  the 
facilities  are  made  known  to  seamen  using  the  Port. 


SECTION  IX 

CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ON  SHIPS. 

TABLE  D. 


Category 

Disease 

No. of  cases 
Passengers 

during  year 
Crew 

No. of  Ships 
concerned 

Cases  landed  from  ships 

Chicken 

1 

1 

from  foreign  ports. 

Pox 

Mumps 

1 

mm 

1 

Measles 

1 

- 

1 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

Cases  which  have  occurred 
on  ships  from  foreign  - 

port^Jout  have  been  dis- 
posecybefore  arrival 

Cases  landed  from  other 

Ships • 
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SECTION  X. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  OCCURRENCE  OF  MALARIA  IN  SHIPS. 

\ 

No  cases  of  Malaria  were  reported  in  any  vessels  during  the  year. 

SECTION  XI 

MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  SHIPS  INFECTED  WITH  OR  SUSPECTED  FOR 

PLAGUE. 

Vessels  do  not  arrive  at  the  Port  from  ports  which  are  likely  to  he 
infected  with  Plague.  Should  the  necessity  arise,  however,  the  measures 
laid  down  in  Part  I of  the.  4th  Schedule  of  the  Public  Health  (Ships) 
Regulations,  1952,  would  be  put  into  operation  so  far  as  applicable. 

SECTION  XII. 

MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS  IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS. 

1.  Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats. 

The  majority  of  ships  arriving  from  foreign  ports  are  the  regular 
vessels  on  the  Continental  and  Danish  Services.  These  vessels  are  regu- 
larly inspected.  The  holds  are  cleaned  out  after  each  voyage  and  con- 
stant watch  is  kept  on  holds,  cargoes,  foodst ores, galleys  etc.  for  evidence 
of  rodent  infestation.  Members  of  crews  and  the  men  working/ the  holds  are 
instructed  that  any  signs  of  rats  must  be  reported  to  this  Authority.  The 
class  of  cargoes  carried  and  the  short  duration  of  the  voyages  do  not  en- 
courage rodent  infestation. 

Regular  visits  are  made  to  Felixstowe  Dock  and  Mistley  Quay  for  inspec- 
tion of  vessels,  warehouses  etc. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  18  vessels  laid  up  in  the  river.  All 
these  vessels  have  been  inspected  for  rat  infestation.  Small  infestations 
were  found  on  three  of  these  vessels.  These  infestations  were  cleared  up 
by  poisoning  with  Warfarin. 

2.  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of  rodents, 
with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague,  included  the  number  of  rodents 
sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
at  Ipswich  for  examinations  of  rodents  for  rodent  plague. 

Two  rats  were  submitted  for  examination  during  the  year,  and  were  reprt- 
ed  as  Negative. 
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SECTION  XII.  (cont) 

3.  Arrangements  in  the  District  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods  used, 
and  if  done  by  a commercial  contractor,  the  name  of  the  contractor. 

All  the  vessels  which  applied  for  Deratting  Certificates  during  the  year 
were  found  to  be  free  from  rat  infestation  and  were  granted  Exemption 
Certificates. 

Small  infestations  can  be  treated  by  this  Authority  by  poisoning  or  trapp- 
ing. 

Small  infestations  on  railway-owned  vessels  can  be  treated  by  their  own 
rodent  operators  under  the  supervision  of  this  Authority. 

Large  infestations  would  bo  treated  either  by  fumigation  with  hydrogen 
cyanide  or  poisoning  with  sodium  fluoroacetate  (l080).  This  would  be 
carried  out  by  commerical  contractors,  and  arrangements  have  been  made 
with  Associated  Fumigators,  Victoria  Dock  Road,  London,  or  Ridpcsts  Ltd., 
18,  Andrew  Street,  London,  to  carry  out  this  work  if  required. 

The  British  Transport  Rodent  Operators  make  regular  visits  to  carry  out 
treatment  against  rodent  infestation  on  quays,  warehouses,  river  banks  etc. 
under  the  supervision  of  this  Authority. 

4.  Progress  in  Rat-proofing  of  ships. 

The  majority  of  vessels  using  the  Port  are  of  modern  construction.  Food- 
stores  are  rat-proof,  doors  are  tight  fitting,  and  spaces  around  pipes  etc. 
and  holes  in  partitions  and  bulkheads  are  protected  by  expanding  metal  or 
fine  mesh.  Openings  to  ventilation  ducts  in  holds  etc,  are  similarly  pro- 
tected. 

TABLE  E. 

RODENTS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS. 


Category 

No. 

Black  Rats 

20 

Brown  Rats 

10 

Species  not  known 

2 

Sent  for  examination 

2 

Infected  with  plague 

Nil 

TABLE  F. 

DERATTING  CERTIFICATES  & DERATTING  EXEMPTION  CERTIFICATES  ISSUED  DURING 
THE  YEAR  FOR  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS. 


No. of  Deratting  Certificates  issued 


After  fumigation  with 
H.C.N.  Other  fumigants 
(state  method) 

1.  2. 


Aft  er  Aft  er 

Trapping  Poison. 

3.  4. 


No.  of 

Deratting  Total 

Total  Exemp. Certs.  Certs, 
issued,  issued 

5.  6.  7* 


Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil  42  42 
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SECTION  XIII 

INSPECTION  OF  SHIPS  FOR  NUISANCES . 
TABLE  G 

INSPECTION  & NOTICES 


Nature  & number 
of  Inspections 

Notices  Served 

Results  of  serving 
Notices 

Statutory 

Other 

Notices 

General  Inspections 
(642) 

Nil 

3 Informal 

28  Verbal 

29  Notices  complied 
with. 

Follow-up  and  other 
Inspections 

(64) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  (706) 

Nil 

31 

t 

29  complied  with 

DETAILS  OF  NUISANCES  & DEFECTS  DEALT  WITH  ON  VESSELS 


Vermin  infested  quarters 
Dirty  quarters 
Defective  W.Cs. 

Defective  storm  valve  to  W.Cs. 
Broken  waste  pipe  to  galley  sink 
Blocked  waste  pipes  to  galley  sinks 
Galley  requires  painting 
Defective  galley  refuse  "bins 
Dirty  food  store 
Leaking  port  in  food  store 
Foul  bilges 


2 Defective  heating  to  quarters  1 

1 Blocked  waste  pipe  to  wash  basins  2 

3 No  water  supply  to  W.Cs.  1 

1 Defective  non-return  valve  from 

1 waste  pipes  to  sanitary  tank  1 

2 Defective  galley  preparation 

2 bench  2 

2 Broken  tiles  in  deck  of  galley  1 

1 Dirty  galley  1 

1 Food  store  requires  painting  1 

1 Defective  refrigerators  2 

Dirty  holds  2 


The  defects  found  in  vessels  during  the  year  were  mostly  of  a minor 
character,  and  were  generally  rectified  when  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Master  or  Owners.  It  was  generally  found  that  crews  appreciate  the  improved 
accommodation  which  is  now  provided  for  them  , and  take  care  of  their  quar- 
ters. The  incidence  of  vermin  infestations  on  vessels  is  now  greatly  reduced 
through  the  use  of  the  new  insecticides  and  insecticidal  lacquers. 
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SECTION  XIII  (cont) 

Table  G.  Inspections  & Notices. 

The  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  (Vessels)  Regulations,  1958  made 
under  the  Clean  Air  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  June, 1958.  These 
Regulations  lay  down  permitted  periods  for  the  emission  of  Dark  Smoke  from 
vessels- varying  from  ten  minutes  to  twenty  minutes  aggregate  per  hour,  accord- 
ing to  the  type  of  vessel.  Continuous  emission  of  dark  smoke  is  limited  to 
four  minutes,  and  black  smoke  to  3 minutes  aggregate  in  thirty  minutes. 

Owners  and  Agents  at  the  Port  were  all  given  full  information  of  these  Regula- 
tions when  they  came  into  operation. 

Emission  of  smoke  from  vessels  at  this  Port  does  not  constitute  a very 
great  problem.  Most  of  the  vessels  using  the  Port  are  motor  vessels  or  oil 
fired.  The  Port  is  mainly  situated  in  rural  areas,  with  the  exception  of 
Harwich.  This  is  mainly  used  by  the  Train  Perries  which  are  motor  vessels, 
and  Trinity  House  ships,  which  have  not  given  any  trouble.  Verbal  warnings 
were  issued  to  eight  vessels  regarding  the  emission  of  Dark  smoke  over  the 
permitted  periods.  These vere  generally  found  to  be  due  to  carelessness  in 
firing,  and  were  rectified  on  complaint. 

SECTION  XIV 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELL  FISH)  REGULATIONS, 1934  & 1948 

There  are  no  shell  fish  layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Authority. 


(1) 


SECTION  XV 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OP  ALIENS 


Medical  Inspectors s- 

J .Roland  Hetherington 
Keiran  Phelan  .. 
Julius  Levy  . . 
James  Corbett  .. 
John  Neild  Todd  .. 


Warrant  issued 
...  October  1945 

...  November  1929 

...  August  1947 

...  September  1949 

• . • November  1955 


(2)  There  are  two  female  attendants,  Mrs .Mary  A. Ling,  appointed 
September,  1948  and  Mrs, A, Groves,  appointed  April  1st, 1953* 
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(3)  Organisation  of  Work 

The  Medical  Inspectors  work  to  a rota  and  as  far  as  is  possible 
meet  all  vessels  carrying  Aliens  on  arrival  in  Harwich. 

Medical  Examination  of  certain  categories  <ffif  Aliens  is  carried  out 
in  accordance  with  Instructions  issued  under  the  Aliens  Order  1953*  The 
attendant  is  present  at  all  medical  examinations.  Where  necessary  a medi- 
cal certifio’ate  is  issued  to  the  Immigration  Officer,  a duplicate  copy 
being  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


(4)  Analysis  of  Aliens  referred  for  medical  examination, 
(a)  Categories 


Year 

Aliens  Landed 

Aliens  Examined 

No, of  Certs, 
Issued. 

1950 

98,518 

9,244 

9.4/o 

13 

1951 

97,391 

8,121 

8.3/ 

12 

1952 

99,487 

6,780 

6.8/ 

9 

1953 

103,689 

5,931 

5.7$ 

5 

1954 

110,647 

6,747 

6.1$ 

6 

1955 

116,894 

6,184 

5.2$ 

51 

1956 

118,946 

6,392 

5.3$ 

69 

1957 

124,916 

6,660 

5,2$ 

72 

1958 

124,364 

8,177 

6.l/ 

81 

No. 

Examined 


Certificates 

Issued 


(i)  Ministry  of  Labour  permits  5,218  1 

(ii)  Aliens  intending  to  remain  in  this 

Country  528  30 

(iii) Aliens  intending  to  take  up  employment 

(paid  or  unpaid)  without  M.L. Permits  2,031  2 

(iv)  Student  >'•  141  - 

(v)  Visiting  for  health  reasons  23  22 

(vi)  Referred  for  other  reasons  226  25 

(vii) Seamen  travelling  as  passengers  10  1 


8,177  81 
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(4)  Analysis  of  Aliens  referred  for  medical  examination  (cont) 


(b)  Nationalities 

Passengers  who  were  examined  were  nationals  of  the  following 
countries s- 


America 

16 

Iceland 

2 

Afghanistan 

2 

Indonesia 

2 

Argentine 

2 

Iran 

12 

Austria 

42 

Iraq 

3 

Belgium 

7 

Italy 

24 

Brazil 

1 

J ordan 

1 

Chile 

2 

Netherlands 

1216 

China 

2 

Norway 

6 

Czechoslovakia 

1 

Poland 

244 

Denmark 

1847 

Portugal 

4 

Egypt 

2 

Rumania 

1 

Finland 

132 

Spain 

7 

France 

5 

Sweden 

191 

Germany 

4265 

Switzerland 

108 

Greece 

6 

Turkey 

1 

Guatemala 

1 

Venezuela 

1 

Honduras 

1 

Yugoslavia 

5 

Hungary 

3 

Undetermined 

12 

(c)  Certificates  issued 

Nature  of  Report  or 

Certificate  Total  No, of 

Aliens 

Reports  and 

Not  • 

Certs, issued 

Permitted 

to  land 

A Unsound  mind  or  mentally  defective  3 3 

B (l)  Undesirable  for  medical  reasons  - - 

B (2)  Inability  to  support  ) „o  8 

Likely  to  require  medical  treatment) 

C Conditionally  landed  for  further  medical 

examination  - - 


Totals  81  11 

No, of  ships  arriving  with  Alien  passengers  1252 
No, of  Aliens  arriving  124,572 
No, of  Aliens  landed  124,364 
No, of  Aliens  refused  leave  to  land  208 
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SECTION  XVI 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have  died  on 
board  ship  from  infectious  disease. 

Should  the  necessity  arise  the  procedure  would  be  in  accordance  with 
the  relevant  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

SECTION  XVII 
POOD  INSPECTION. 

Public  Health  (imported  Food)  Regulations. 

All  foodstuffs  landed  at  the  Port  were  subject  to  routine  inspection 
under  these  Regulations.  Quantities  and  descriptions  of  foodstuffs  landed 
are  shown  in  Appendix  1.  Foodstuffs  seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
are  shown  in  Appendix  II . 

There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  fresh  meat  landed 
from  Holland  during  the  year  - a 5 0$  increase  in  calf  oarcasses,  20$  increae 
in  fresh  offals,  and  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  sheep  carcasses  landed. 
This  meat  is  of  prime  quality  and  was  generally  landed  in  first  class  condi- 
tion. Most  of  it  is  carried  in  insulted  containers  packed  with  dry  ice, 
although  occasionally  open  crates  are  used. 

The  following  matters  were  taken  up  with  the  authorities  concerned  re- 
garding fresh  meat  traffic ;- 

(l)  Trimming  of  fat  from  carcasses  by  which  the  supra-mammary  or  super- 
inguinal  and  renal  glands  were  removed. 

(2^  Proper  covering  of  open  crates  containing  carcasses. 

(3)  More  hygienic  packing  of  offals. 

(4)  Cleansing  of  returned  empty  offal  containers. 

A number  of  vessels  arrived  at  Felixstowe  Dock  during  the  London  Docks 
strike,  with  chilled  and  frozen  meat  cargoes  transhipped  from  vessels  on  the 
Continent.  This  meant  daily  visits  to  the  Dock  to  inspect  the  shipments.  The 
traffic  ceased  when  the  strike  was  settled. 

Bacon  cargoes  have  increased.  A weekly  cargoe  boat  service  from  Denmark 
with  about  400  tons  of  bacon  was  started  during  the  year.  This  is  in  addition 
to  the  bacon  carried  on  the  passenger  vessels. 
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Public  Health  (imported  Food)  Regulations  (cont) . 


One'  consignment  of  785  cases  of  livers  marked  "unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption", arrived  at  the  Port  from  New  Zealand.  The  livers  were  infected 
with  Echinococoxs  cysts  - the  cystic  stage  of  a tapeworm  found  in  d,ogs.  It 
was  understood  that  this  consignment  was  for  pharmaceutical  purposes,  although 
the  livers  were  not  stained  to  show  they  wore  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  consignment  was  detained  at  the  Port  until  the  Public  Health  Authorities 
to  where  they  were  consigned  had  agreed  to  accept  them  into  their  District. 

Two  consignments  of  meat  or  meat  products  arrived  without  Official 
Certificates  as  required  by  the  Regulations. 

Sixty  wases  of  tinned  meats  from  Yugoslavia  were  allowed  to  go  forward 
after  the  Certificates  were  received  from  the  Vetrinary  Authorities  there  and 
affixed  to  the  cases  here. 

One  case  of  hams  from  Cyprus  without  Certificate  was  seized. 

Several  small  consignments  of  Dried  Eggs  were  received  from  Denmark. 

All  consignments  were  sampled  and  reported  as  free  from  Salmonella. 

The  quantities  of  fresh  fruit  and  vegetables  landed  were  well  up  to 
average.  The  greater  part  of  the  fresh  fruit  arrived  on  the  Train  Ferry  for 
the  London  market.  These  London  trucks  are  not  inspected  at  this  Port.  They 
are  taken  direct  to  Bishopsgate  under  Gumstoms  seal,  where  they  are  inspected 
by  the  Stepney  Metropolitan  Borough  Inspectors,  Trucks  for  provincial  stations 
are  brought  to  Parkeston  Quay  where  they  are  cleared  and  inspected  at  6.30  a.m. 
the  following  morning. 

The  Danish  and  Dutch  fresh  fish  traffic  was  maintained  during  the  year. 
This  iced  fish  was  landed  in  prime  condition.  Although  a number  of  trucks 
have  been  earmarked  solely  for  fish  traffic  between  Parkeston  Quay  and  London, 
it  was  often  found  necessary  to  use  trucks  which  although  they  were  swept  out, 
had  previously  carried  cinders,  ashes  etc.  and  could  not  be  regarded  suitable 
for  this  traffic.  This  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Railway  Authorities. 

Live  and  pickled  mussels  and  live  oysters  were  regularly  sampled  for 
bacteriological  examnination.  20  samples  of  mussels  were  reported  as  satis- 
factory, 1 sample  suspicious  and  1 sample  unstatisfactory.  11  oyster  samples 
were  reported  as  satisfactory,  1 suspicious  and  2 unsatisfactory.  Subsequent 
samples  from  the  sources  reported  as  suspicious  or  unsatisfactory  were  report- 
ed as  satisfactory.  All  samples  were  reported  as  negative  for  Salmonella, 
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Public  Health  (imported.  Food)  Regulations  (cont). 

After  a rough  crossing,  part  of  a tomatoe  cargo  was  found  spilled  on 
the  deck  of  a hold  where  iron  oxide  had  been  previously  carried.  All  contam- 
inated tomatoes  were  condemned.  Analysis  of  the  iron  oxide  showed  it  to  con- 
tain 150  p.p.m. Arsenic  and  200  p.p.m.  Lead.  The  Shipping  Company  was  inform- 
ed that  when  cargo  of  this  nature  is  carried,  the  hold  must  be  properly  washed 
out  before  foodstuffs  are  carried  in  it. 

Reports  on  foodstuffs  submitted  for  chemical  and  bateriological  examina- 
tion are  shown  in  Appendix  III. 

A total  of  20  tons,  10  cwts,  2 qrs,  6 lbs  of  foodstuffs  was  seized  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives  etc,  in  Food)  Regulations. 

Twelve  samples  were  submitted  during  the  year  for  analysis  under  these 
Regulations. 

<A  sample  of  Black  Cherry  Jam  from  Switzerland  was  reported  as  contain- 
ing 48C^>,enzoic  acid  - a preservative  which  is  not  permitted  in  jam.  This  was 
taken  up  with  the  Importer  - no  further  consignments  of  this  jam  have  been  received. 

A sample  of  Cranberry  Sauce  from  Germany  was  reported  as  containing 
450  p.p.m,  benzoic  acid,  whereas  the  Regulations  only  permit  a limit  of  250p.p.m. 
benzoic  acid  in  fruit  sauces.  The  manufacturer  declared  that  benzoic  acid 
had  not  been  used  in  the  manufacture  of  this  sauce,  and  the  Analyst  Jater  re- 
ported that  Mountain  Cranberry  contained  as  much  as  750  p.p.m.  natural  benzoic 
acid,  and  it  was  assumed  that  the  benzoic  acid  present  was  due  to  the  natural 
content  of  the  fruit.  T$is  matter  was  drawn  to  the  attention  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  The  reply  from  the  Ministry  stated 
"This  question  of  a preservative  natural  to  a food  is  one  which  the  Sub- 
Committee  on  Preservatives  of  the  Food  Standards  Committee  has  considered  and 
their  recommendations  will  appear  in  their  Report  which  it  is  hoped  will  be 
published  in  the  New  Year". 

The  other  samples  were  all  reported  as  complying  with  the  Regulations, 

The  Colouring  Matter  in  Food,  Regulations  1957 

These  Regulations,  which  came  into  operation  on  31st  December, 1957 > 
prescribe  a list  of  permitted  food  colours.  They  prohibit  the  importation  of 
food  containing  colouring  matter  not  on  the  permitted  list.  They  also  prohibit 
the  addition  of  colouring  matter  to  certain  natural  foods  sold  in  the  raw  and 
unprocessed  state. 

Two  samples.-  Tomato  Paste  and  Raspberry  Juice  were  submitted  during  the 
year  under  these  Regulations.  Both  samples  were  reported  as  free  from  colour- 
ing matter. 

Public  Health  (imported  Milk)  Regulations  1926. 

The  only  fresh  milk  or  cream  imported  was  for  the  American  Forces. 

This  is  not  subjeot  to  the  Food  Regulations  of  this  Country, 
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APPENDIX  1 


SUMMARY  OF  FOODSTUFFS  IMPORTED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Bacon  Harwich  Ex. 595120) 
London  Ex.  101239) 

696,359 

sides 

Bacon 

2,429 

cases 

Bacon  Sliced 

3,324 

cartons 

Beef  Boneless 

20,509 

cases 

Beef  Hindquarters 

1,681 

hinds 

Beef  Forequarters 

4,251 

fores 

Beef  Legs 

68 

legs 

Beef  Sirloins 

42 

cases 

Calves  Carcasses 

22,600 

carcasses 

Calves  Hindquarters 

3,586 

hinds 

Calves  Legs 

81 

legs 

Calves  Loins 

17 

cases 

Calves  Heads 

29 

cases 

Lambs  Carcasses 

43,531 

carcasses 

Lambs  Shoulders 

738 

cases 

Sheep  Carcasses 

13*622 

carcasses 

Sheep  Hindquarters 

4,764 

hinds 

Pork  Carcasses 

753 

carcasses 

Pork  Loins 

14,243 

cases 

Pork  Butts 

570 

cases 

Pork  Spareribs 

2,075 

oases 

Pork  Hindquarters 

2,820 

hinds 

Pork  Legs 

280 

cases 

Pork  Fatbacks 

Offals  Harwich  Ex. 46948 

362 

cases 

London  Ex.12909 

59,857 

cases 

Offals  Salted 

24 

casks 

Meat  Tinned  Harwich  Ex. 44445) 

London  Ex. 31 33 96) 

357,841 

cases 

Hams  Tinned  Harwich  Ex. 15540) 

London  Ex. 3095) 

18,635 

cases 

Sausages 

10,320 

cases 

Sausages  Tinned 

Butter  Harwich  Ex.105072) 

3,339 

cases 

London  Ex.  43763) 

148,835 

casks 

Biscuits 

369,220 

tins 

Bread 

10,033 

cartons 

Breadcrumbs 

420 

cartons 

Bakery  Fat 

171 

cases 

Cooking  Fat 

21 

cases 

Condensed  Milk 

357 

cases 

Cheese 

357,813 

cases 

Cheesepowder 

140 

cases 

Cocoa 

307 

sacks 

19 

Cocoafat 

200 

cases 

Chocolate 

20,033 

cases 

Cakes 

6,654 

ctns 

Caviare 

■ -128 

cases 

Confectionery 

32,063 

cases 

Chicken  Tinned 

7,101 

cases 

Chicken  Fat 

•159 

cases 

Coffee 

14,207 

sacks 

Cereals 

1,460 

cases 

Eggs 

56,709 

ctns 

Egg  Powdered 

91 

drums 

Fruit  Harwich  Ex. 851741) 
LondonEx.  3373631) 

4,224,372  pkg 

Fruit  Preserved 

83 

cases 

Fruit  Dried 

10 

cases 

Fruit  Tinned 

842 

cases 

Fruit  Pulp 

1,936 

casks 

Fruit  Juice 

13,571 

cases 

Fruit  Sauce 

45 

cases 

Fish  Fresh 

394,788 

cases 

Fish  Shellfish 

29,265 

sacks 

Fish  Tinned 

16,099 

cases 

Fish  Preserved 

228 

cases 

Farina 

20 

sacks 

Frozen  Cooked  Meals 

6 

cases 

Flavourings 

53 

otns. 

Goose  Fat 

11 

cases 

Gelatine 

105 

cases 

Honey 

400 

cases 

Jam 

270 

cases 

Lard 

9,970 

cases 

Liver  Paste 

45 

cases 

Meat  Extract 

170 

ctns 

Mustard 

1,595 

cases 

Marzipan 

5,173 

cases 

Maize  Starch 

4,000 

sacks 

Noodles 

80 

ctns 

Milk  Powder 

21 

sacks 

Poultry 

1,320 

cases 

Pudding  Powders 

1,180 

ctns 

Rabbits 

3,627 

cases 

Pastry 

256 

ctns 

Provisions 

206 

cases 

Rice 

300 

sacks 

APPENDIX  1 

(cont ) 


Salad  Cream  1,230 

Spices  I76 

Soups  2,771 

Seasonings  • '441 

Vegetables  Harwich  Ex,  3195441  )4, 500, 659 
London  Ex. 1305218  ) 

Vegetables  Tinned  4,857 

Vegetables  Dried  686 

Vegetables  Preserved  9,5^5 

Vegetables  Frozen  15 >036 

Vinegar  • 50 

Yeast  68,441 

Grain  38,564 

Imported  for  American  Forces. 

Fresh  Milk  4,501 

Fresh  Cream  237 

Cheese  298 

Chocolate  Milk  205 


cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

packages 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cartons 

cases 

cartons 

tons 


cartons 

cartons 

cases 

cartons. 


APPENDIX  II 


SEIZUBES  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (IMPORTED  FOOD)  REGULATIONS ,1937 


Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Libs 

Fruit; 

trays  ) 

Grapes 

275 

32 

0 

14 

A vo cades 

8 

boxes  ) 

Melons 

5 

melons  ) 

Vegetables; 

Tomatoes 

81 

trays  ) 

1 

Lettuce 

3 

crates  > 

1 

10 

1 

21 

Carrots 

2 

trays  ) 

1 

X 

Onions 

2 

bags  ) 

Fresh  Meat; 

Calves 

1 

Carcasse  > 

1 

Calves  Liver 

1 

Liver 

Beef 

15 

Lbs,  > 

| 1 

2 

3 

Pork 

10 

Lbs . ' 

Lamb 

6 

Lbs,  < 

Fish; 

Hake 

Mussels 

1 

200 

case 

bags 

200 

2 

14 

Plum  Pulp 

33 

casks 

164 

0 

0 

Wild  Ducks 

6 

ducks 

1 

16 

Hams 

1 

case 

1 

18 

Tinned  Tongue 

1 

tin 

6 

Salad  Cream 

200 

jars 

2 

12 

Cheese 

2 

cheeses 

) 

) 

16 

Eggs 

I64 

hen  eggs 

26 

150 

gull  eggs 
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APPENDIX  III 


REPORTS  ON  FOODSTUFFS  FORWARDED  FOR 
(A)  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION 


Nature 

Country  of 
origin 

Purposes  of 
Examination 

Result 

1 

Remarks 

Canned  Chopped 
Pork 

: Yugoslavia 

Preservatives 

Nil  Preservatives 

Tomato^  Paste 

j Italy 

! 

Preservatives 

Colouring 

Matter 

Nil  Preservatives 
Nil  Colouring 

Matter 

Canned  Chicken 
Fillets 

Holland 

i 

Preservatives 

Nil  Preservatives 

Anchovy  Paste 

1 

Germany 

1 

! 

Preservatives 
Lead  & Arsenic 
content 

Nil  Preservatives 
Arsenic-1 . 6 ,p .p ,m 
Lead-1.0  p.p.m. 

Analyst  states 
traces  of  lead  & 
arsenic  insignifi- 
cant . 

Raspberry  Juice 

Germany 

Preservatives 

Colouring 

Matter 

Nil  Preservatives 
Nil  Colouring 

Matter. 

Grapefruit  Juice  W .Indies 

Preservatives 

Nil  Preservatives 

Sausage 

Germany 

Preservatives 

Nil  Preservatives 

Plum  Pulp 

Holland 

Preservatives 

S02-1470  p.p.m. 

Reglns .permit  up 
to  1500  p.p.m. 

Strawberry 

Pulp 

Holland 

Preservat ives 

S02-780  p.p.m. 

Reglns. permit  up 
to  2000  p.p.m. 

Strawberry 

Pulp 

Holland 

Preservatives 

S02-1060  p.p.m. 

-do-  -do- 

Black  Cherry 

Jam 

Switzerland  Preservatives 

! 

1 

Benzoic  acid- 

480  p.p.m. 

Benzoic  acid  not 
permitted  in  jam. 

Cranberry 

Sauce 

Germany 

i 

i 

i 

Preservat ives 

i 

1 

Benzoic  acid- 

450  p.p.m. 

Reglns. permit  250 
p.p.m.  Found  that 
this  benzoic  acid 
was  due  to  natural 
content  of  cranbe] 
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APPENDIX  III  (Continued) 
(B)  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 


1 

Nature 

Country  of 
Origin 

No.  of 
Samples 

Results 

Remarks 

1 

Live  Mussels 

Denmark 

20 

8C$-100$  Clean. Nil  Salmonella 

Satisfactory 

Live  Mussels 

Denmark 

2 

70$  Clean. Nil  Salmonella 

Suspicious 

Live  Mussels 

Denmark 

1 

50$  Clean. Nil  Salmonella 

Unsatisfactory 

Cooked  Mussels 
in  Vinegar 

Denmark 

10 

Nil  Faecal  coli.  Nil 

Salmonella 

Satisfactory 

Cooked  Mussels 
in  Vinegar 

Holland 

1 

Nil  Faecal  coli.  Nil 

Salmonella 

Satisfactory 

Smoked  Mussels 
in  olive  oil 

Denmark 

1 

Nil  Faecal  coli.  Nil 

Salmonella 

Satisfactory 

Live  Oysters 

Holland 

11 

80$-100$  Clean. Nil  Salmonella 

Satisfactory 

Live  Oysters 

Holland 

1 

7C$  Clean.  Nil  Salmonella 

Suspicious 

Live  Oysters 

Holland 

2 

60$  Clean.  Nil  Salmonella 

Unsatisfactory 

Live  Oysters 

Denmark 

1 

100$  Clean. Nil  Salmonella 

Satisfactory 

Salted  Cockles 

Holland 

3 

Nil  Faecal  coli.  Nil 

Salmonella 

Satisfactory 

Dried  Egg 

Yolk 

Denmark 

6 

Nil  Faecal  coli.  Nil 

Salmonella 

Satisfactory 

Dried  Egg 
Albumen 

Denmark 

4 

Nil  Faecal  coli.  Nil 

Salmonella 

Satisfactory 

Calf  Kidneys 

Holland 

1 

Negative  for  tuberculosis. 
Multiple  small  abscesses  most 
likely  caused  by  Coreynebac- 
terium  renale  or  Pasteurella 
septica. 

From  Calf 
condemned  at 
this  Port. 
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